
or reflect during a hectic time of year. The camp is for 
children ages four through fourth grade. 

• Visit www.stjoeparish.com for more information and to 
register online.

Mother-Daughter Advent Tea
• An event for women and teens sponsored by the Saint 

Joseph MOMs Group, on Sunday, December 14 from 
2-4pm in Founders Hall. Enjoy time with community 
and share in a reflection by Sr. Betty Smoyer, Sister of 
Notre Dame de Namur. Feel free to bring an offering to 
support Saint Margaret’s House. RSVP by December 8, 
or for free childcare, by December 1. 

• Contact Heidi Saxton at 
hsaxton@nd.edu to RSVP or get 
involved in other ways.

Parish Reconciliation Service
• During Advent, we gather 
as a community to prepare 
ourselves for the coming 
of Christ by celebrating the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
• This service will be held 
on Monday, December 15, at 
7:00pm in the church.

Quiet Evening in the Church
• On Thursday, December 
18, the church will be open for 
private prayer and reflection 

from 5 to 9pm. There will be Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, and prayer aids will be provided. Come and 
take a break from the noise of the holiday season to 
truly wait in silence and hope for Christ’s coming.

Daily Mass and Rosary
• Daily Masses are offered weekdays at 7am and Saturday 

at 8am. This Advent, additional Masses will be offered 
December 2, 5, 10, 12, and 15 at 8:05am. Rosary will be 
prayed December 4, 9, 11, 16, 18 at 8:05am.

• These additional weekday morning prayer opportunities 
take place after school drop-off and all are welcome.

Holy Hour and Confession
• Join us every Saturday, 8:30am, at the church for Holy 

Hour of Eucharistic Adoration and Confession.

What better way to prepare for the coming of the Lord than by 
spending time with Him in prayer? As Christians, we believe 
that Christ’s coming is both “already and not yet.” Christ has 
already come, two thousand years ago, and he will come 
again in glory. During the season of Advent, we are preparing 
ourselves not only for Christmas, but for the day when Christ 
will come again. Pray as an individual with the Sunday 
Advent gospel readings and the reflection books available on 
our Advent resource table in the back of the church. Pray as a 
family with an Advent wreath and various children’s resources 
we have to offer. Pray with our community at Mass and other 
prayer opportunities listed here:

Prayer in the Spirit of Taizé
• Join for an evening of 

meditative prayer on 
Wednesday, December 3, 
at 7pm in the church. Our 
communal prayer is in the 
style of Taizé, where simple, 
sung refrains inspire deep, 
centering prayer.

Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception
• Mass is celebrated on this 

Holy Day of Obligation at 
7am, 8:05 (school Mass), 
12:10 (no music), and 7pm.

Evening with Mary
• On Wednesday, December 10, Sr. Danielle Peters, a 

member of the Secular Institute of the Schoenstatt 
Sisters of Mary and a post-doctoral research fellow at 
Notre Dame, will be with us to speak about Mary as a 
model of Christian living. Her talk will begin at 6:30pm 
followed by dinner at 7:30pm. Join us in Founder’s 
Hall in the Ackles Center to enjoy a meal and spend an 
evening with Mary!

• RSVPs requested, but not required. For more information 
contact Fatima Monterrubio Cruess at fmonterrubio@
stjoeparish.com or 574-234-3134 x. 14.

Advent Camp
• Advent Camp will take place on Saturday, December 13, 

from 1-4pm in the Ackles Center. This catechetically-
focused childcare enables parents to have time to relax 
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advent resource tables
If you’re looking for a way to enter more fully into the Advent 
season, be sure to check out our annual Advent Resource Tables! 
They will be set up in the back of the church November 22 through 
November 30. Resources for adults, teens, children, and families 
are available, including books, crafts, prayers, wreaths, and 
candles.

...with sacrificial giving...with service
We can prepare for the coming of Christ by serving Christ in 
our midst today!  In her article, “Room for Christ,” Dorothy 
Day explains why: “It is no use to say that we are born two 
thousand years too late to give room to Christ. …Christ is 
always with us, always asking for room in our hearts. … He 
made heaven hinge on the way we act towards Him in his 
disguise of commonplace, frail and ordinary human beings. 
Did you give me food when I was hungry? Did you give me 
something to drink when I was thirsty? Did you take me in 
when I was homeless and a stranger? Did you give me clothes 
when my own were all rags? Did you come to see me when 
I was sick or in prison or in trouble? And to those who say, 
aghast, that they never had a chance to do such a thing, that 
they lived two thousand years too late, he will say again 
what they had the chance of knowing all their lives, that if 
these things were done for the very least of his brethren they 
were done for Him... Not because these people remind us of 
Christ,…but because they are Christ, asking us to find room 
for Him exactly as He did at the first Christmas.” Join us in 
serving Christ with our community of Saint Joseph Parish:

Advent Service at Catholic Worker
• Join for service and prayer at Our Lady of the Road, 

the ministry of the Catholic Worker community, on 
Saturday, December 20, 7:30-11am, or as long as you 
can make it. Volunteers prepare and serve breakfast, 
offer hospitality, and clean up. Or help by donating 
healthy breakfast food and coffee for us to serve! 

• Drop off food donations to Becky Guhin by December 
19 in the Ackles Center or bring them with you to serve. 
Ask for John Boughton when you arrive or email him in 
advance at jboughton@comcenter.com.

Service at Hope Ministries 
• Join parishioners to serve dinner (or provide food) at 

Hope Ministries on Friday, December 5, at 6pm.
• Contact John Conway to get involved at jconway@lck-

law.com

Homebound Card Ministry
• Help spread the joy of Christ to fellow parishioners 

at home this Christmas! Grab some labels with the 
names and addresses of our homebound parishioners 
to include them when you send out your Christmas 
cards this year!

• Please mail by Friday, December 19.

Volunteer at the Saint Nick Six
• Join our annual community fun run/walk on the 

morning of Saturday, December 6, to celebrate the 
Feast of Saint Nicholas. Volunteer your time in 
support of our parish and school.

• Contact Becky Guhin at bguhin@stjoeparish.com for 
more information and to offer your support.

We also prepare for Christ by giving of ourselves. It is easy 
to get caught up in preparing for Christmas – buying gifts, 
decorating, cooking and cleaning – but what are we doing to 
make room for Christ in our hearts? Are we spending as much 
on donations to the poor as we are on decorations and gifts for 
our friends? As we become aware of how blessed we are, we 
also remember the people in need this time of year, and take 
this opportunity to be generous:

Giving Tree
• Sponsored by the Saint Joseph Youth Group and CCD 

Program. Please take ornaments from the tree in the 
church that specify items needed by three groups 
providing services to those in need. 

• E-mail Katie Ball-Boruff at kboruff@stjoeparish.com 
with questions.

• Items need to be received by Sunday, December 14, 
unwrapped, under the Giving Tree.

Coat Drive for the Center for the Homeless
• Keep the guests of the Center for the Homeless warm 

this winter by providing new or gently used coats for 
adults and children.

• Place in the box by the doors of the church or parish 
center by Sunday, December 14.

Shoes and Socks Drive
• Please provide new or gently used shoes and socks for 

the guests of the Catholic Worker’s Our Lady of the 
Road ministry to the homeless. The biggest need is to 
serve adult men, and all donations are welcome.

• Drop off your donation at the Saint Nick Six or to the 
church or parish center by Sunday, December 14.

Contact Becky Guhin, Director of Stewardship, at bguhin@
stjoeparish.com or 574-234-3134, with questions about any of 
these giving opportunities! 
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